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THE MONTREUX CONVENTION OF  1936
THE Convention signed on July 20, 1936, altered mate-
rially the regime of the Straits laid down in the Convention
of 1923^ The chief beneficiaries of the revision were Tur-
key and Soviet Russia. Turkey, though still subject to an
international servitude of free navigation through the.
Straits in peacetime, and in time of war when neutral, was
freed from important limitations which the Lausanne Con-
vention imposed on her when she was a belligerent. Turk-
ish control over the Straits, although not absolute, was
measurably strengthened by the disappearance of the de-
militarization clauses of the 1923 Convention, the stricter
regulation of the passage of non-military aircraft above the
Straits and the abolition of the International Straits Com-
mission whose duties and functions were transferred to
the Turkish Government. What is even more important,
Turkey when belligerent was relieved of all limitations and
permitted to close the Straits to warships of all nations-
True, Turkey's right to close the Straits to warships when
threatened with "imminent danger of war" was subject to
1For the text of the Montreux Convention, see Appendix No. 3,
p. 154.
Japan, no longer a member of the League of Nations, signed with a
reservation in respect to exceptions provided for in Arts. 19 and 25
of the Convention in certain contingencies arising under the League
Covenant.
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